
 

 
City of Detroit Planning and Development Department 

Stroh’s Brewery  (Demolished) 
 
Address: Gratiot & Russell 
Local    
State  v 10/21/75 
State Marker  v 10/4/76 
National    
 

            
Stroh’s Brewery1 
 
Historic Overview: 
 Leaving the chaos of the 1848 German Revolution, Bernhard Stroh emigrated 
from Kirn, Germany, to South America. He soon decided to try his fortune in another 
German settlement, and in 1850 he arrived in Detroit. Trained as a brewer, Stroh opened 
a brewery on Catherine Street that same year. He developed a market for a new light 
lager beer among the larger German immigrant population. Pushing a cart through the 

city, he sold his beer from door to door. At his death in 
1882 the Lion Brewery had become a thriving business to 
pass on to his sons, Julius and Bernhard Jr. They 
expanded the company and in 1902 changed the name to 
the Stroh Brewery Company. Today members of the Stroh 
family still manage what is one of Michigan's major 
family businesses. 

Text as written on Michigan Historical Marker. 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture of Bernhard Stroh2 

 
 
                                                           
1Picture curtosey of http://www.angelfire.com/de2/detroitpix/Strohs.html 
2Picture curtosey of http://www.beerhistory.com/gallery/holdings/portstroh.shtml 


